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of September , 16 2 3. 


Which the ſame ordaineth-to be inuiolably kept 
inallthe CyuvReHmts and Vervans1]s- 
T1xsS of that ReALME 


| herein , their indgement touching the princidall Contre- 
| verfies now on faote betwixt the Remorſftrantes 
and, Contra-remonitrantes, is 


ls briefly declared. 
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Of Predeſtination,Ele&ion,and 
Reprobation, 


The I. eArticle, 


Orafuch as all men ſinned in Adary, 
and made themſelues culpable of 
MalediCtion and euerlaſting death : 
j God had done no wrorg to any 

7 man, though he ſhould haue leſt all 

> mankinde 1 Sinne and MalediQion, 

"4, and condemned them for the ſaid 

| Sinne, according to the wordes of 

| the Apoſtle, Rom. 3.159. 22. The 
whole world i culpable before God : All haue finned , and ave 
wholly deftitmte of the glory of God, And Rom. 6, 23, The 
wages of Sinne s death. 
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d, 


pp 2 
But herein is the loue of God manifeſted , that hre hath 
ſent his onely Sonne into the world , tothe end that whoſe. 
ever beleeueth in him, ſhould not periſh but haue euerlaſting 
ife. 3.Tohn 4.9. and John 3. 16. 


| III. | 
Now to bring men to Faith , God graciouſly ſendeth 
foorth meſſenger s of theſe glad tidings to whom he w:ll,and + 
when hee will : by whoſe miniſtrie men ace called roRepen- 
A2 tance, 


FRE” | | '. i menmrngpaman aan. a}. 
þ | 

tance, and Faith in Teſus Chriſt crucified. For how ſh1li they 

beleene in him,of whom they h 1ne not heard ? and how ſhall they 

heare without a Preacher ? and how ſhall they Preach, exc:pt 

they be ſent *? Rom. 10 14. 1;- 


Lbs - 

They which beleeue not this Goſpel, the wrath of God 
abides on them : but they which receiuc it, and c:nbrace the 
Sauiour Telus with a true and lively Faith , are delivered by 
him from the wrath of God , and from perdition, and are 
made partakers of life exerlaſting, 


V. 

The cauſe and blame of this incredulitie, as likewiſe of all 
other ſinnes, is not any wiſe in God, but in man :-bnt Faith 
in Ieſus Chriſt and ſaluation thereby, is the free gift of God, 
as itis written. Epheſ. 2.8. Tow ar: ſaued by Grace through 
Faith, and that not of your ſ*lues, it ts the gift of God, Againe, 
Phul. 1,29. 1t hath beene freely ginen vnto you , tobeleene w 


{ ariſt, 


VI. | 

And whereas God in his appointed time giues Faith to 
ſome and giues it not vnto others , that proceedes from hig 
eternal] Decree. For vnto God are 4 wayes knowen from excr- 
liiting, AQts 15-18. And kee doth all thmgs acccording to 
the Conr(fell of his owne will, Ephel. 1. 11. According ty 
which Decreeghc ſofteneth by Grace the hearts of the Ele&, 
how hard ſocuer they be; and bowes them to beleeue : but in 
2ſt indg2ment leaues them which are not Elected in their 
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malice and hardnefſe, And herein eſpecially is diſcouered the if 
profound, mercifull, and alike iuſt diſtintion berwixt men fe 
that were equally lolt : cr the Decree of EleRion and Re. | {i 
probation reuciled in the word of God ; which as the Pete - : h: 
. verſe, impure, and preſumptuous wrelt vato their owne per- ; C 


dition; ſoit yeeldeth ynlpeakeable comfort toholy and reli. k 
10us ſaules. A 


> | EleRion 


wo. ECON - 


VIT. 
Elon is the vnchangeble.purpoſe of God, whereby 
according to the moſt free good pleaſure of his will, amongſt 
all mankinde fallen by its owne fault from its firſt integritie. 
into ſinne and perdit1on, hee hath of meere grace choſen in 
Chriſt Ieſus ro ſaluation before the beginning of the world, a 
ccrtainc number of men, not berter, nor more worthy then 
others, bur ſuch as together with them lay weltring in one 
and the ſclfe ſame miſerie. The which Ieſus Chriſt, God hath 
allo from all cternitie made the Mediatour and head of all the: 
EleR, and the ground as it were and foundation of their ſal- 
uation: And accordingly hath decreed to giue themto Chriſh, 
for to {aue them; and to call them,and draw them effeuall 
by his word and ſpirit, to the communion of him: or , hath 
decreed to giue them true faith in him; toiuthfie, toſanRifie, 
and hauing mightily kept them in the communion of his, 
Sonne, finally:to glorifie them for the demonſtration of his; 
mercy, and for the praiſe of the riches of theglory of his. 
race, as itis written,, Epheſ.1.4.5- Ged hath choſen vs in; 
(Þriſt before the ſoimdation of tie world, tothe end we ſhould. 
be holy and unblameable before him in loue Haning Predeitina-. 
ted vs, for to adopt vs to humfelfe by leſus ( hr:ſt according to. 
the good pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of his 
grace, by which he hath made vs acceptacle mh welbeloued.,. 
And Rom. 8. 29. whom he hth DPred:tmated, thoſe he hath | 
al/oealled, and whom he hath called, thoſe be hath alſo inflified,, 
and whom he hath injtified, thoſe bz hath alſ9 glerified. 


VIII: 

This Fle&ion is not of diuers ſorts, but oneonely and the. 
fame of «ll that ſhall be ſaned inthe old and new Teſtament: 
foraſmuch as the Sciiprure mentioneth but one good plea-. 
{ure, purpoſe, and counſell ofthe will of God, whereby hee. 
hath kleRted vs from all Etermtie , as vnto Graces; ſo vnto 
Glorie; as to Salttation, ſo tothe way of Saluation , which. 


kc hath preparedgo the intent we ſhould walke init. 
A 3; ; Neither r 
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I'X% 
Neither was this Ele&ion made in reſpeR of Faith fore- 
ſcene, or the obedience of Faith, holineſſe, or any other good 
om aiſ] 25m , a5 acauſe or condition required be= 


orchand in the.mzn that ſhould bee EleSed : bur rather ic 
was, to give Faith, and the obedience of Faith, holineſle, 8c. 
And therefore Ele&ion is the fountaine of all ſauing good, 
whence flow Faith, holineſſe, and the reſt of ſauing graces, 
ina word , life everlaſting it ſclte , as the fruites and effects 
thereof, according to the words of tne Apoſtle, Epheſians 
r.4. He hath choſen vs,(not becauſe we were, t ut ) ro the end 
we ſbould be holy and vnblameable before him in lone. 


CRP X. 

The cauſe of this free Ele&ion is onely the good pleaſure 
of God, which confiſteth not in this, that he hath choſen for 
the condition of {aluation certaine qualities or ations of 
men, among all thoſe which are poſſible : but in this, that hee 
hath taken to himſclfe for a peculiar heritage ſomg certaine 
perſons out of the common multitude of ſinners, as it is 
written, Rom. 9. t1.12.13-. Before the children were yer 
borne, and or ere they had done either good or ewill, rc, it was 
ſaid unto her (to weere Rebecca : ) The elder (hall ſerne the 
younger; as it is written : / haue lowed [acob, and hated Eſa, 
And Actes 13. 48. Al they which were ordained to eternall 
life, beleened. 

; | XI. | 

And as God himſelfe is moſt wiſe, vachangeable, know- 
ing all things, and almightie : ſorhe EleQtion which hee hath 
once made, can:ot be cither interrupted, or changed, or re- 
uoked, orannulled ; nor the EleR either reieed , or their 
number diminiſhed, | 


X11. 
The Elec are in their due times aſcertained of this their 
ereruall and ynchangeableeleRion to ſaluatton,albeit by de- 
grees,and in 2 different meaſure; and thatnot by any curious 


founding of the ſecrets and depths of God,bug by obſeruing 
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in themſclues with a ſpirituall ioy,and an holy kinde of glad- 
neſle,the intall:ble fruits of Eleion, pointed our in the word 
of God: Such as are, atrue Faith ia Ieſus-Chritt , a filiall 
fearc of God, ſorrow according toGod , hunger aud thirſte 
afcer righteouſnefle, &c. | 

XIII 

From the aſſurance and inward apprehenſion of this Ele- 
Aion , the children of God take occaſion daily more and 
more to humble themſclues before God, to adore the bot- 
tomleſle depth of his mercies, to purifie themſelues, and alſo 
moſt ardently toloue him on their parts, who fo exceedings 
ly firſt loucd them : So farare they from waxing more idle, 
or carnally negligent and catelefle of keeping Gods Com- 
mandeTtents, through this doctrine of Ele&ion and the me- 
ditation thereof; which indeed by the juſt iudgement of God 
commeth yſually to paſſe in het , whocither raſhly preſu- 
ing on, or idly and wantonly prating of the Grace of Elc- 
Etion, will not walkein the wayes of the Elect. 

| XIII, 

Now as this doctrine of Diuine EleRion, according to - 
the molt wiſe counſel] of God , hath beene preached by the 
Prophers, Ieſus Chriſt himſelfe, and the Apoſtles, aſwell yn- 
der the old, as vnder the new Teſtament, and afterwards re-' 
corded inthe holy Scriprures : Sooughtir alſo cuen at this 
day be propoſed in the Church of God, ( whereunto it was 
ipecially appointed ) with the ſpirit of diſcretion, retigiouſly 
and holily , in time and place, omitting 2ll curious ſearch of - 
tne wayes of the Lord : All onely to the glory of Gods holy 
Name,and the liuely conſolation of his-people. 


Moreouer the holy Scripture doth further ſet foorth and 
recommend this eternall and free grace of our Ele&ion, when 
beſides, it witnefſeth, how thar all men are not choſen, but 
that there are ſome Non-Ele&, or ſuch as in the erernall 
EleCtion of God were paſſed ouer and left our, to weete, 
they, whom God according to his moſt free , molt iuſt, yn- 
dlameablc,and ynchangeable good pleaſure decreed to leaue 

| in- 
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. inthe common miſcry, whereinto, through their owne faulc, 


they had plunged themſclues, andnot to giae thein ſauiny 
grace, nor thc grace of Conuerſion; but hauing abandoned 
them in their owne ways , andt':roughiuſt iudzement , ft- 
nally to condemne and puniſh them ecernally, nor onely be. 
caule of their infidel:tie, but alſo for 211 chcir other fianes, to 
the manifeſtation of his owne iuſtice, And this , loe, is the 
Decree of Reprobation, which makes not in ary wiſe God 
the authour of Sinne ( the bare thought whereof were blaſ- 
phemie) but ſhewes him to be a dreadtull, ynblameable,and 
wilt Iudge,and aucnger of hnne, 
| XV1, | 

Thoſe, which as yet feele not in themlelues effeQualiy, a 
Hkacly Faithin Ieſus Chriſt, or an aſſured confidence of heart, 
peace of conſcience, an earneſt care of fil}all obedience, and a 
glorying in God through Ieſus Chriſt, and yet notwichſtan- 
ding vic the meancs whereby God hath promiſed toeffeR 
theſe things in vs : They (I ſay) ought not to be diſhartened 
when they heare of Reprobation , . nor to range themſclucs 
among the Reprobate; bur rather they ought to goe fore 
ward carefully inthe vſe of theſe meanes, and feruently de- 


fire and long after-the houre-of moxe abundant grace, and 


expe it with all teuezence and humilitie. Muchleſſe ought 
ſuch be terrihed with the doctrine of Reprobatiowm, who 
though they deſire to turne {zriouſly to God, and to pleaſe 
him onely, and to be delivered from this body of death, yet 
for all that , cannot as yer make ſuch progreſſe in the way of 
godlinefſe and faith , as they faine would: Seeing God who 
15 mercifull hath promiſed that he will not quench the ſmoa- 
king flaxe, nor bruiſe the broken reed. But worthily and of 
200d reaſon may this doQtine be terrible to thoſe, who ca- 
Ping God and ihe Sauiour Ieſus Chriſt behind their backes, 
have wholy enthralled themclues to the cares of this world, 
and the Juſts of the fleſh ; as long as they ſo continue , and 
turne nat ynto God, 
XV1I. : 
In regarde wee are to judge of Gods will by his word, 
| which 
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which teſtifieth that the children of the faithfull are holy,not 
verily by natute,bur by the benefit ofthe corenant of race, 
wherein they are compriſed with their father and mother : 
Thoſe Parents which feare God, ought notto doubt cf the 
EleQtion and ſaluatien of their children, whom God calles 
out of this life in their infancie. | 
XVIII. : 

If any one murmure againſt this Grace of free EleQion, 
dnd :gainſt the ſeueritie of 1uſt Reprobation, we oppoſe him 
with the words of the Apoſtle, Rom.9.20. O man! who art 


' thouthat contefteſt with God?and with thoſe of our Sauiour, 


Matth.20.15. 1s it not lawfhll for mee to doe what I will with 
mine owne goods? But for our ſelues, who religiouſly adore 
theſe myſteries, we cry out with the Apoſtle, | pon I1.33. 
24-35-36. O the depth of the riches, and of the wiſedome, and 
of the knowledge of God ! how his indgements are incomprehen« 
fible, and his wayes impoſſible to be found? For who ts he , that 
bath knowne the thought of the Lord , or whe h ath beene his 
counſeller ? or who hath firſt ginen unto him , and it ſhall be re 
payed. him againe?* For of hnn, andby him, and for him are 
all things. To him be glirie for enermore, Amen, 


A reiction of Errours. 


The true doltrine of Eleition and Reprobation being 


expounded, the Synode reietteth the 


errours of thoſe, 
I, 


rs vihich 
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Ho teach, that the will of God to ſane thoſe that 
will beleene and perſenere in Farth, and in the obz- ce 
drence of Faith , u the whole and entire Decree of te 
Elcttion to Saluation, and that there ts nothing elſe renealed in «« 
the word of God touching this Decree, For thele men deceiue «« 


the ſunple , and manifeſtly contradict the holy Scriptures * 
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which teſtifie,not onely that God will ſaue thoſe which will 
belecue ; but alſo that from all Eternitie hee hath choſen cer- 
taine perſons, to giue to them in his appointed time, rather 
then to others, Faith in Teſus Chriſt, and perſeu-rance,as it is 
written, lohn 17.6. [ hawe manifeited thy Name to the men 
which thou haft ginen me. Apaine, Actes I3. 48. All they 
that were ordained to life Euerlait ing, beleened. And Evhefi- 
als I. 4. Hee hath choſen vs before the foundation of the 
world, to th'end we ſhould be holy. 
IL 
* Whoteach,that the Ele{ti0n of God tos Eternal life i of di- 
© pers ſorts, the one general aud indefinite , the other particular 
* and definite, eAnd thu latter againe ether Incomplete, 'Re+ 
*© vocable,n:t Peremptorie , but conditionall; or compleate,irre- 
© vocable, Peremptorie,and abſolute, Alſo that Eleition to faith 
** z5 one, and Election to Saluation another; ſo as there may be au 
* Elettion to inftifying Faith without a peremptorie Ele{t;or: to 
* Salnation, For this 15 nothing elſe but an inuention of mans 
braine, forg'd without the Scriptures , which corrupts the 
doQrine of Ele&tion, and breakes aſunder the golden chaine 
of our Saluation, Ro.$.29./hs God hath predeitmated,theſe 
be hath alſo calied;and whom he hath called, thoſe he hath alſe 
infiified; & whom he hath inftified.thoſe he hath alſo glorified, 
IIT. 
te Who teach, that the good pleaſure and purpoſe of God, 
«, whereof the Scriptures make mention in the doltrine of Elettia 
c 01, conſittet 5 not im this,that God hath choſen certaine perſons, 
rather then others; but in this, that of all poſſible conditions 
£ (among which alſo are the workes of the Law ) or out of the 
* nnmber of all things, God bath choſen the aite of Farth though 
© mean i it ſelfe , and the imperfett obedience of Faith, for the 
ic condution of Saluati-n, and that of Grace he won/d vouchſafe 
ic P0 ACCepr it for perfett obedzence,and indge it worthy to bee re- 


«« Parded with exerlattirg life. For by this dangerous errour 


the good pleaſure of God, and the merite of Ielus Chriſt is 
encruated, and men are turned through vnprofit-ble queſti= 
ons from the tructh of fice Iuſtification, and from the ſim- 
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plicitie of the Scriptures : And that ſentence of the Apoſtle 
accuſed of falſehood, 2.Tim.1.9. | hath called ws by an 
holy calling, not accordirg to workes, but according to his owne 
purpoſe, and grace, which was ginen to vs in Jeſus ( hriſt tefore 
all times, ITII. 

Who teach, That in Elkton to Farth,this condition ts for- cc 
merly requ:red, that a man we well the light of Nature, and cc 
be a good or honeſt man humble, and diſpoſed to cternalt hfe ; as cc 
if Elettien did after a ſort depend on theſe things, For this ſa- c« 
uvours of dhe his opinion, and too too openly taxes 
the Apoſte of falſhood, when he ſaith, Epheſ. 2.3.4.5.6.7. 
8.9. We all heretofore lmed in the luſts of the fleſh, fulfiliing the 
defires of the fleſh, and of our ewne thoughts, and were by na« 
tare children of wrath, aſwell as others: But God who us rich 
8 mercie, through his great lone, wherewith hee lowed vs even 
at the time, when we were dead in our treſpaſſes hath quickened 
vs together with Chriſt, by the Grace of whos ye are ſaned; and 
hath raiſed vs vp together, and hath made vs ſit together in 
heauenly places in Teſus Chriſt, tothe end be might ſhew in the 
ages to come the abundantly excelent riches of bus Grace, by his 
kindnes towards vs in Teſws ( hiſt, For yee are ſaned through 
Grace by Fatth, axd that not of your ſelues,it is the gift of God, 
Net by workes, to the intent none ſhould g lorifie himſeife, 

V 


Who teach , That the Incomplete and not peremptorie Ele- © 
fon of particular perſons to Saluation, ſuppoſeth a fore/ight of © 
Faith, Conmerſion, Holmeſſe,and Godlineſſe begun, or continue. © 
ed for atime; but that the complete and peremptorie Eleftion **© 
ſuppoſes a fore-ſight of the finall perſenerance of Faith, Conner. **© 
fien, Holineſſe,and Godlineſſe. And that herem teth that free © 
ard Enangelicall dignitie, in reſpett whereof, he which is Ele © 
5 more worthy then he which 1s not Elett : And by conſequent, © 
that Faith and the obedience of Fanh, Hulinefſſe, Goalmeſſe, © 
and perſeverance,are not fruits or effeits of an vuchangeable © 
elcftion to glory ; but conditio"s and cauſes , without which ua © 
Elcttion can be made;the which conditions or canſes are former. © 
hy required and foreſeen , as if they-mere already —_ in © 

| B 2 | them - 


IO 
&* them that are to be comp/eatly Eleftcd, Which doGtine vte 
F if tetly croſſeth the whole Scripture, which in diuers places 


beateth both into our cares and hearts {uch and the like jen + 
teiices Rom.9.12.Elettion 11 ne; by workes, but by him which 
calleth, AQcs 13.48. +All they whith wore ordained toeter 
nai life, beliened. Epheſ. 1.4. Hehath El:tted vs mw him 
4 ſelfe, to the era, we ſhould be holy. lohn 15. 16. You have net 
| choſen me,but I hane _—_—_ Rom. 11.6. {f wt be by grace, 
then is it no more by workers 1,1onn 4.10. Here is lone, not 
that wee lowed God , out that hee lonedvs, and hath [ext his 
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Sonns. | 
| = Mk 
q «© Whoteach, That exeiy Eleition to Saluation is not vn. 
| | « changeable, but that ſome Elect notwithitandwg whatſoencr 
« degree of God, may and dee periſh eu:rlastingly., By which 


groſſcerrour, they make God mutable, and overthrow the 
conſolation of the faithtull , rouching the ſtedfaftneſſe of 


| tlieir EleGhon, and contradi@t ene holy Scriptures , which 
HR reach, Mat. 24.24. That the Elett cannet be ſeduced, Toh 6, 
| 29. That Chriſt looſeth not thoſe , that are ginen vnto hins » 


his Father. Rom.8.29. That theſe whom God hath Prele#11.. 

nated,called, inF ified, thoſe he doth alſo plorifie, 

. | V IL, | 
« Whoteach, That during this life, there ts no fruit , nor 
««ferſe , nor certaintic of an vichangeable Elettion to glovie; 


< 


7 cc except i be ſuch, asmay be grounded on a condition mutable 
; c« and contingent, For bclides that it 15 an ablurditie to call 
t that a cerraintie which is vncertaine , itis alſo repugnant to 


theexpericnce of the Saints, who retoyce with the Apoſtle, 
at the tenſe and fecling of their FleQtion, while they celebrate 
this bleſſing of God; who with the a co Reioyee (accor- 
ding to lelus Chriſt his admonition) chat ther names are 
written in heawen , Luk. 10. 20, Briefly who oppoſe the 
ſenſe of their Eleion to the fierie darts of rhe diuels temp= 
tations, demanding , w/o ſ#.4\ bring in any Accrſation £7 am} 
the Eleil of God? Roms, 32. 
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Who teach, That Grd did not of his owne meere andinſs t« 
will , decree to leawe any one in the fallef Adam, av the com- ** 
mon eftate of ſinue and condemnation, or topaſſe by them in the © 
communication of grace neceſſary to farth and connerfiow, For *« 
this remaines firme, Rom. 9, 18. Hee hath merey, on whom 
he will hate mercy and hardeneth whows he will. Againe, Mat. 
T3-It. Toyouit ts givento know the ſecrets of the kingayme of 
hcaucn : but to them it 1s not ginen, Againe, Mat. 11.15.26, 
Trthanke thee O Father, Lord of heanen and earth , that thou 
haſt hid th:ſe things from the wiſe and wvuderitanding, and halt 
reueiled them to little chilgren + It is ſo O'Father , foraſmuch 
4s ſach was thy good pleaſtre. T 

I X. | 

Who teach, That th: cauſe wherefore God ſends the GoiÞeb cx 
to one Nation rather then to another , us not onely and meerely e 
the good pleaſure of God : but becauſe oxe Nation it better and cc 
more worthy toen another, vnto which the Goſpel is -n0t com- 
muancated, For Moſes gaine-ſaycth ity} peaking thus tothe 
people of Iſrael : Deur. 10.14.15. Behold the heauens, and: 
the heaxen of heanens belong vnto.the Lerd thy God: the earth 
alſo and allthat s mnt: Put the Lord hath taken pleaſure in 
thy fathers onely, for to lave them; and hath choſen their poite- 
ritie after them,to vvit,zou, from among all people, as appeareth 
thi day, And Icfus Chriſt , Mat:11.21. Woe vmto thee Co- 
razin,uvoe vero thee Bethſaida: For if m Tyre and Sidon thoſe 
mightie workes had beene done , which haue beene done in the 


midſt of you , they had long fince.repented in ſackcloth and aſoes. 
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CHAP. II. 
Ofthedeath of Jeſus Chriſt,and mans Re-_ 
demptionthercby, 
Thel. eArticle. 


on is not onely meſt mercifull,bur-alſo meſt iult. And 
his juſtice requirerh (according as he hath reyealed him 
ſelfe in his word) that our ſinnes committed againſt his inft- 
aite Maieſtic ſhould be puniſhed , notonly with cemporall, 
but alſo with eternall panes, both in body & ſeule;the which 


paines we cannot eſcape, vnleſle there be ſatisfaftion made to 


the juſtice of God. 
fs 2 IT. 

Now becauſe it was not in our power to make ſatisfaQi- 
an of our ſclues,nor to deliuer our felues frem the wrath of 
God: God through his vnmeaſurable mercy gaue vs his on- 
ly Sonne for a . aha was made Sinne, anda Curſe y 
on the Croſſe, for vs,or in our ſteede; that ſo he might Catisfie 
for vs. 

III. 

This death of the Sonne of God,jis the only and moſt per 
fe& ſacrifice and ſatisfaQtion for finnes , of an infinite price & 
value ; which aboundantly fufficeth to expiate the ſinnes of 


IV. 

And this death is therefore of ſo great worth and valueg 
both becauſe the perſon that ſuffered it,isnot onely truce man, 
and perfe&ly holy , bur alſo the only Sonne of God,of the 
{ame eternall and infiniteeſlence with the Father and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt;fuch as our Saviour ought to be : And ſecondly,be- 
cauſc his death was joyned with the ſenſe and feeling of the 
_ and Curſe of God , which we by our ſinnes had deſer- 
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V. 

Furthermore the promiſe of the Goſpell is, that whoſoe- 
ver belicueth in Teſus Chriſt crucified, ſhould nor periſh, but 
haue everlaſting life > which promiſe ought to be propoun- 
ded and declared indifferemtly to all Nations and perſons, 
vn'o whom God according te his good pleaſure ſends the 
Goſpell ; and that with'commandement of Repentance and: 


Faith, 
VI. 


And whereas many that are called by the Goſpell, repent 
not,neither belecue in Ieſus Chriſt, bur periſh in Infideliries 
This comes not to pafſe through any defe@ or inſufficiencie 
of the ſacrifice of Teſus Chriſt offered ypou the Croſſe, bur- 
through their owne fault, | 

.VIT. 

But for as much as ſome there are, who truely beleeue,and 
are deliveredzand ſaved from finne and perdition by the death 
of Ieſus Chriſt,this benefit proceedes ba the meere Grace 
of God; which he oweth not to any , and which was given 
them from all eternitie in Ieſus Chiiſt, 


VIIT. 

For ſuch was the moſt free counſell, and moſt favourable 
will and Intention of God the Father, that the wholeſome 8&&. 
uickning efhicace of the moſt precious death of his Sonne. 
Gould b- cxtended toall the Ele, forto giue them alone 
TIuſtifying faith, and thereby to bring then infallibiy to Sal-- 
vation: Thatis,it was Gods will, that Ieſus Chriſt by the 
bloud of the Croſle , whereby he confirmed the new Cove- 
nant,ſhould redeeme efteQually all thoſe, and no other, from . 
among every people,nation,and language; who from all eter- 
n't e were elected ro Salvation, and were given vato him of 
his Father:that he ſhoull giue them Faith, which, as all other; 
gifts alſo of the Holy Ghoſt, he purchaſed for chem by, his. 
death ; that hee ſhould purge them by his bloud from all. 
{mnes,Originall, and Acuall, committed either befcre or af. 
ter Faith received; that hee ſhould keepe them faichfully ro - 
SEEN | the. 
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14. | 
the ende; and finally that he ſhould make them appeare be. 
fore him glorious withour ſpot or blemiſh, 
I X, 

This counſell proceeding from the eternall loue of God 
towards the Ele&t., hath mightily beene accompliſhed ever 
ſince the beginning. of che world to this preſent time , the 
gates of Hell having oppoſed it all in vaine; and ſhall be ac- 
compliſhed alſ{oin the times to come : yea in ſuch ſort, as the 
Ele& in their due time ſhalbe gathered into one, and there 
ſhall bee ſtill a Church of beleevers:founded on the bloud of 
leſus Chrift; the which (hal conſtantly loue this her Saviour, 
who as a Bridegroomelfor his Spoule,, laid downe his life on 
the Crofle forher; the which alio ſhall perſevere in ſerving 


him,and ſhall celebrate and magnific him bottuhere and euer 
hereafter. 


A Reicttion of Frrours. 


The true deftrine bein 9 Expounded , the Sy- 
nod rejefteth the errours of thoſe, 


"do 


bi Ho teach, that God the Father deſtived his Soune to 
ec V the death of the C roſe, without any certeine and de» 
al finite prerpofe ts ſane any one by name; fo 4 the neceſſity, profs fe, 
&« and dignite or worth of the Impetration made by the death of 
&« leſs (briſt might bee ſafe, ava perfit in allparts,compleat ,ful, 
<« andentire, albeit the redemption thereby obtained, had never 
been attually applyed to any one particular . For this doctrine 
is miurious to the wiſdome of God the Father,and to the me- 
rite of Teſy1s Chrift , and contrary to the Scripture, For ſee 
what our Sauiour ſaith, Joh.10.1 5.27.1 lay downe my life for 
my ſbeepe, ard I know them, And the Prophet £/«y ſaith of the 
Saviour, Eſay 5 3. 10, eſter that he ſhall hanelaid downe his 


Uife 


| 5. 
life for a» oblation for finne he (hall ſee theſe of (hu ) peſteritie, 
he ſhall prolong hu daies, ard the gocd pleaſure of the Leave ſhall 
profÞer in his hand : Brieflie , it cleane overthrowes alſo that 
Article of our Creede, whereby we belecue the Church, 
I1. 

Whoreach , that the ſcope or end of Teſus Chr ft his death »» 
was net effetlnalize to ratifie the n:w covenant of grace by his 3» 
blond,but onely to purchaſe to hu father a naked right, whereby »» 
he might againe cotralt with men ſome covenant whatſneverit , 

ſheuld be whether of grace, er of worker , Which is repugnant 
to the Scripture, which teacherh, Heb.7.2 2.That Teſms Chriſt 
was made the pledge & mediator of a more excellent to wit,the 
ew Teftament. Againe Heb.g.1 5.17. Atcſtament is then on- 
ly of force when the parties are dead , 

IIL | 

Who teach, that Teſs { hrift by bus ſatisfattion,hath not ,, 
aſſuredly merited for any one Saluation it ſelfe, and faith, wher- ,, 
by that ſatisfattion of Teſs Chriſt might be applyed effefInally ,, 
fo ſaluttion : but that he hath only purchaſed to the Father a ,, 
power or plenary will ts treate anew with men, and topreſcribe ,, 
them new conditions, ſuch as he would, the ſmlfillmg whereof was ,, 
to depend 9 mans free-will, and therefore that it might hane ,, 
come to paſſe that either all men,or none at all ſhould fulfill them. ,, 
For thetc thinke too baſely of the death of Ieſus Chriſt , not 
atrall acknowledging the principall fruit or benefite purcha- 
fed thereby , and fetch from hell againe the errour of Pela- 
£1, | 

IT1T. 

Who teach, rhat this new covenant of Grace: which Ged the ,, 
Father hath cotralted with men by the mterventio of the death ,, 
of leſus Chrit,conſifteth net m this, that we are injtified before ,, 
Ged,and ſaved by fauh,in as much as it apprehendeth the merite ,, 

of Teſus Chrilt : but in this that the exattion of the perfett obes ,, 
dience of the Law,being aboliſhed, God accounteth faith it ſelfe ,, 
ard the imp: rfelt obedience of faith for a _—_ obedience of the ,\ 
law,and of meere grace efteemerh it wirthy to be rewarded with , 
eternal tife, For theſe contradict the Scripture, Rom. z.23-24. ,, 


G2. 


» &. 


Reins 15 v4 jiyu.. 4. iy herelemption which i in 
Ie Ch 1 hom fromall et 11ty God wrdained for a propithe 
ation by feith ;1h 14 b.91d, Ang th prophane Socimmu they 
bring in a new an | ſtrange iuſtific ion of man before God, 
contrary to the common content and n:dgment of the whole 
Church. 
| v_ 
cc Whotench,rthat all men are admitted mto the flate of yecoue 
«c Cliation,ef to the grace of the contnant. ſo 45 not any one ts ſub- 
©, #elÞ to condemnation, or ſhall bee condemned for origmall frnne, 
« but that all are generally exempted from the guilt of the ſzud fin, 
For this opinion is repugnant to the Scripture , which affir- 
meth,Epheſ.2.3.that we are by nature chularen of wrath. 
| VI. 
« Who w/e the diſtintron of Impetration, Application, ther- 
« by to inſti into the ſimple and ignorant, this opinton ; that Gid 
« for his part, would equally beſtow 2:pon all men the benefits pur 
« chaſed by the death of Teſus Chrift, And whereas ſome rather 
« then others,are made partakers of remiſſion of finnes and life e- 
c« verlaſfting, that this difference dependeth on their owne freew:ll, 
« applymg it felfe to that grace which us offered differently ; but 
« that it dependeth not wpon avy ſingular gift of mercy that works 
«« effettmally in them, rather then 1n others, for to apply themſelues 
therevnto:For ſeeming to propole this Diltinction in a good 
ſenſe,they go about to drench the people with the permctous 
poylon of Pelagianiſme. 
VII. 
*© | Who teach;thar Jeſus Chriit neither contd, neither ought, 
*© neither did die for them whom God loned bef-re moſt tenderly, 
* 414 ad elelted to eternall life;t as much as (uch had mo hr 
the death of Ieſus Chriſt. For they contradict the Apoſtle, 
who faith,Gal.2.20, (hriſt loued mee, and gaue him{elfe for 
mee.Rom.8.3 3. Who ſhall lring in any accuſation againſ? the 
eleft of Goa? It i God which initifieth.tWho ſhall condemne? It us 
C brift which « dead,(to weet)for them: allo they contradit 
our Saviour,yho faith; Loh. 10.15. 1 lay downe my life for my 


ſheipo 


I7. 
ſoeepe. Againe,Joh. 15.1 2.12.7 his ws my Commundement,that 
ee loue one another, as I hane loved you. None hath greater lone 


then thus (to weet) when one layeth down hs life for his friends, 


CHAP. III. 


Of the Corruption of man, his Converſion 
co God, and the manner thereoh. 


The firit eAriicle. 


An in the beginning was created after the image of 
God, and adorned in his vnderſtanding with the true 
and ſaving knowledge of his creatour, & of ſpiritual things, 
with righteouſneſle in his heart and will , with puritie inall 
his affeCtions ; yea hee was perfeQly and entirely holy : bue 
turning himſelfe from God,through the inftigation of the Di, 
vell,and by his owne free will , he deprived himſelte of theſe 
excellent gifts, and contrarywile inſteede thereof , drew on 
 himſelfe, blindneſſe, horrible darkneſle, vanity,and perverſitic 
of iudgement in his ynderſtanding; malice, rebellion, 8& hard- 
neſſe in his heart and wall, and therewithall, impuritie 1n all 
his affections. 


11, ® 
Now, ſuch as man was after the fall, ſuch children begate 
he,to wit,himſelfe corrupted,children corrupted, corruption, 
9 by the iuſt indgement of God, being derived from Adams vn= 
"" to all his poſterity, excepting Icfus Chriſt alone,and that not 
by imitation(as heretofore the Pelagians would hauc it) but 
by propagation of a corrupted nature. 


| ITI. 
oo Whence it commeth to paſle,that all men are conceivedin 
'F Sinne,and borne children of wrath, vnproficableto all ſaving 
P good,enclined to evill,dead in finne,and ſervants of fin . And 
£ without the Grace of the regenerating ſpirit , they neither 


will,nor can returne to God, nor corre therr deprayed na» 
| C 3 ure, 


l 


18, 
ture,no: diſpoſe themicl12s towart)3 the amendment oft. 
IIH.. 


Truc itis , that after the fall there remained in man ſome 
light ofnatare, by meanes whereof hee (ti!] 'rerainerh ſome 
knowledge of God, and of naturall things, hee dilcernerh be- 


twixt honeſtie and diſhoneſtie,and ſcemeth to haue a little re- 


gard and care of vertue and outward diſcipline . But fo farre 
is it, that by this light ofnature he can come to the ſaving 
knowledge of God,and convert himſelfe ro Him , that even 
in things naturall and civill he vſeth it not aright, but rather, 
as little as it is,abulerh and defileth it diverſe waies, & with- 
holds it in vnrighteouſneſſe, and ſo becommeth inexcuſable 
before God. -- \ 

Looke how it is with the hight of Nature, juſt fo it fareth 
with the Decalogue , which God gaue particularly to the 


| Tewes. Forit dilcovereth indeede the grievoulneſle of finne, 


and more and more convinceth man $ bur foraſmuch as it af- 
fordeth no remedie, nor giveth any ability to get out of that 
miſcric,& ſo being weak through the fleſh, leaverh the tranſ- 
greſſour in the Curſe,it 15 1mpoſſivle, that by it,man ſhoulde 
obraine ſaving grace. 
Es i 

Wherfore, what neither the Lightof Nature, nor the Law 
couid doe, that God effecteth by the power of the Holy Spi- 
rit.by meaftes of the Word, or the miniſterie of Reconciliati- 
0n,thatis, by the Goſpell ofthe Meſſias, whereby ic pleaſed 
God to {aye belcevers alwell vnder the Old, asthe New Te- 
'rament. , VII. | 

God manifeſted this ſecret of his Will to fewer perſons 
vnder the Old Tettament, but ſince vnder the New Teſta 
ment the difference of Nations is taken away, he now mani- 
fefterh it vnto more , The reaſon of which diſpenſation wee 
ought not to atcribure tothe dignity or worth of one Nation 
abone another , or becauſe jt maketh better yſe of the Light 
of Nature, but ro the good pieaſure of God , which is moſt 
free, & tohis-yndeſerycd loue. And therefore they on whom 


ſo 
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T's. 
ſo great Grace hath beene ſhewed, aboue and contrarie to all 
deſert, ought to recognize 1t in humility of heart with thankſ+ 
giving, And the reſt, vnto wbom this Grace bathnot yer been 
ſhewed, they ought to adore with the Apoſtle the ſeverity & 
iuttice of Gods judgments, bur not curiouſly to ſound them. 

Furthermore,as many as are called by the Goſpell,are cal. 
led in-good carnelt, For God ſhewes in good earneſt and 
molt truely (and ſincerely) by his word whar is pleafing vnto 
him, namely that they which are called ſhould come vnto 
him : alſo he promiſeth in good earneſt , to all tharcome, and 
bclicue inhim,reft ynto their ſoules, and life everlaſting. 

F-X, | 

And whereas many that are called by the miniſtrie of the 
Goſpcl, come not, nor are converted, the fault is not in the 
Goſpell, norin Jeſus Chriſt offered bythe Goſpell\, norin. 
God, who by the Goſpel calleth them,and withall beſtowes: 
many gifcs vpon them :- but in thoſe themſelues- which are- 
called; whereof ſome through their ownecareleſtiefle receive: 
not the word of life; others receiue.it indeede, bur not within 
their hearts,and therefore after jome light ioy of a temporall 
faich, they tall backe againe';; ethers through the thornes of - 
carcs,& through the pleaſures of this world choake the ſeede 
of the word, and bring forth no fruit, according as our Savi- 
our reacheth inthe par»ble of = ſcede. Mat.1 3, 

But whereas. others being called by the miniſterie of the + 
Golpell doc come, and are converted, tharis votto beartri- 
bated vnto the man, as if hre by b:5 owne free will made him- 
 ſelfe differ fromy others , which are alſo furmſhed with liks, or 
(at leaft ) with ſufficient a3race, to beliewe and bee converted; 
(as the prowde herefie of Pe/agws mainetaineth. ) Bur vnto - 
God, who as he hathekeReed his from all eternity in Chriſt, 
ſo hee cals themeffectually in their due times, giues them 
faith and repentaunce , and having delivercd them from the 
power of darknefle, tranſports _ into the; kingdome _ ; 

3. s 
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his Sonne ; to the end that they ſhould declare the vertues of 


him,whs hath called them from darkneſſe to his maryeilous 


light;and that they ſhould glory,not in themſelues,bur in the 
Lord, as the Apoſtolique writings witnefle in divers & ſun- 
dric places, X , | 


| Moreover, when God executeth this his good pleaſure in 
the EleR,or, when he converts them, he doth not onely pro- 
cure,that the Goſpeli be outwardly preached , neither only 
mightily enlightens their ynderſtandings by the Holy Spirit, 
to make them vnderftande and diſcerne aright the things of 
the ſpirit of God: bur by the efficacy of the ſame ſpirit of re- 
generatis,he pierceth into the inmoſt parts of man, he operis 
the hart,that was ſhur,he ſoftens the heart, that was hard ,he 
circumciſerh the foreskinne of the heart, ſheds new qualities 
in the will,and cauſeth it, of dead,to become living ; ofevill, 


good; of not-willing, willing ; of tubborne, obedient; hee 


workes in it,and ſtrenghthens it, totheend , that, as a good 
tree, ir may bring forth PRO 

This,lo,is that Regeneration ſo much ſpoken of in Scrip- 
rure,that Renovation, thatnew Creation, that raiſing from 
the dead, & Vivification, which God worketh in vs without 
*vs. Anditis not eftected by the deEtrine alone, beating on 


wy cooperati- the eare, nor by morall perſwafion, induced by perſwaſiue 


reaſons,nor by any ſuch kinde of operation, whereby, after 
God hath done his part, it fill remaines in the power of man 
to be regenerated, or not to be;'to be, ornot to be converted. 
No,it is an operation wholy {upernaturall , moſt effeuall, 
and withal moſt ſweert,admirable,ſecrer, and ineffable, which 
according to the Scripture ( that was inſpired by the Author 
of this operation ) inreſpe&t of efficacie, is nothing inferiour 
to creation, ur the reſurre&tion from the dead: (o as all they, 
in whoſe hearts God worketh after this admirable faſhis, are 
certainely,infallibly,and effeQually regenerated, &: doe aQu- 


ally bclicuc . And then indeede the will being gow renewed, 
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2 T. | 
is not only impel'ed and moved of God, bur beirig moved of 
God,it worketh allo it ſe}fe.:rana therefore one may wel fay; 
char,Man himſe!te believerh and repenteth, by meanes of the 
Grace, wich he hath reccived. = | 
_ XIII. | 

The faithfull,during this life,cannor fully comprehend the 
maner of this operation ; and yer the meane time reft well 
contented,ina.much as they know & feele,thatby this Grace 
of God, they do frem their hearts belieue and loue their Sa< 
viour, XIIII.. | 

So then,Faith is the gift of God, not becauſe iris offered b 
God to mans free will - but becauſe it is #v deede and wn fol 
conferred infþrred, and infuſedinto man. Againe,nor becauſe 
God giveth only «power to beliene , and then afterward ex- 

As, tharmans Will conſent thereynto or belieue indeede: 

ut becauſc he which worketh both ro will, and todoe, yea 
which worketh allnall, effe&erh in man both a will to bs 
Leuc, and belicte it ſelfe., ; 
Po 4 

God ow:th not this Grace to any, For what may He owe 
ro him, that can giue nothing firſt, that it might be repaide 
him ag1ine? yea what can He owe to him, thathath nothing 
of his own? bur finne, and leaſing > Wherefore he that recet- 
yeth this Grace,ought, yea and doth alſo yeeld eternal thanks 
to God for it: he thatreceiveth it not', either he harh no re» 
gard of thele ſpiricual! things , and pleaſeth himlelfe in that: 
which is his owne : or retchlefſe as he is, boaſteth in vane of 
having that which jzee hach not. Now concerning” thoſe 
waich outwardly mike profeſſion of the faith, and amende 
their liues, we muſt borhiu.ige and ipeake tne beſt,-according 
ta thc example of the Apoltles;for whar 1s in their hearts is to 
ys vaknawI2. And for otners yvinich are nor yet called, vve 
are to pray vnto God , vvho calleth things that are not,as if 
they vvyere : but inno 29d may yve ſvvel vvith pride againſt 
them as if vye our {clues had made our ſelues to differ, 

XV .l.. 


22. 


Now,as by the fal,man ceaſed not tobe man,enducd with 
will and vnderſtanding , and {inne that overſpread all man- 
kinde, aboliſhedhot the nature of mankinde, bur depraved it 
only, and killed ir ſpiritually :, So this divine Grace ot Rege- 
neration worketh not in men, as in logs, or ſtockes of trees, 
neither doth it take away the will and its properties,nor force 
er conſtraine it againſt its owne liking, but {piritually enlive- 
neth,healeth,correeth and boweth it, no lefſe {weetly, rhen 
mightily,to theend that where formerly the rebeliion & re- 
ſ1Rance of the fleſh did wholy domineere, now the prompe 
and fincere abedience of the ſpirit may begin there to raigne; 
in which very point, the true and ſpiritual reeftabliſhment & 
freedome of our will confifteth . And were it not .that this 
admirable Worker of all good,did ply vs in maner aforeſaid, 
there werene hope left vnto man, that he ſhould raiſe him- 
ſelfe out of the fail by free will, by which, when he ſtood vp- 
right, be threw himlſelfe headlong into perdition. 

XVII. 

Alfo,as the almighty operation of God, whereby he pro- 
duceth and ſuſtainerh this our naturall life,excludeth not, bue 
rather requireth the vſc of the meanes, by which God accor- 
ding to his infinite wiſdome,and goodneſle, is pleaſed to diſ- 
play this his power : even ſo, the foreſaid ſupernaturall ope- | 
ration of God,byy which he regenerateth vs , exc{udeth nor, 
nor = way overthroweth the yſe of the Goſpell, which the 
all wiſe God hath ordaincd , to be the ſeed of Regeneration, 
and the food of the foule . Wherefore as the Apoſtles, and 
DoRours,which followed them, did piouſly infirut the pes 
ple concerning this Grace of God, to his glory, and tothe a- 
baſing of all(humane)pride, and yet in the meane while neg- 
leed not to hold them ſtil, by their holy admonitions ofthe 
Goſpell,to tie exerciſe of the word, Sacraments, and diſci- 
pline : $0,God forefend , that they which teach and learne in 
the Church, ſhould preſume to tempt God , by ſeparating 
thoſe things,which He accorciag to his good pleaſure, would 
have moſt ſtraightly ioyned togither, For Grace is conferred 


by 


YT » 
23. | 
by admonitions , and the more readily we doe our duety the 
moreevid-nt is the benefit of God working in vs, and then 
doth hits buſineſſe proceede moſt happyly . To which God, 
all the glory both of the meanes, and of their fruit, and ſaving 
2fficacie,ts due for eyer andiever « e Amen, 


CA Reiettion of Erronrs. 


The true doctrine being expeunded,the Synode 
rejecth the Errours ofthoſc, 


ve 
V Ho teach, that it cannot be ſaid properly, that origi- ,;, 

walnSmme ts of it ſelfe ſufficient to condemne all man- ,, 
kinde, or to merit both temporall and eternall puniſhment . For ,, 
they contradidt the Apoſtle, who faith, Rom.g.1 2. By one 
man alone ſinne entred inte the world, and by finne death : and 
ſo death came wpon all men, inaſmuch as all hane ſinned. And 
verſe 16.T he guilt is of one offence alone to condemnation « A= 
Zaine, Rom.6.23.The wages of ſinne is death, 

IT. 

Who teach, —_— prfte,or good habitndes and ver- ,, 
twes(ſuch a4 are, goodneſſe holyneſſe, righteonſneſſe, ) could hane ,, 
0 place in mans will, when he was firft created; er by conſequert ,\ 
tat they could not be loft mthe fall . «For this direQly thwar- ,, 
teth the deſcription of the image of God, which the Apoſtle 
maketh, Fpheſ.4.24. Where he deſcribes it by righteouſneſle 
_ nolyneſle, which yertucs certainely haue their {cats in the 
will. 

ITT. 

VVho teach , that ſprrituall gifts were not ſeparated from ,, 
the will of man in the fþrritmall death , ſince that in ut ſelfewas , 
never corrupted, but kmaderedronly by darknes of the underftan- ,, 
ding and Unralneſſe of the afſetFions,, which hinderances being ,, 


removed, the will ts able romake w/e of 15 libertie, which torts ,, 
D AIM ,, 
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© nat towill and chooſe any good propoſed ynto it,This is new and 


the Printer, of the fleſh,and »f onr thoughts, 
ores of I. 
Kelig'on, «© VVhoteach,that a mn not regenerate,ts not totally & pro- 
0 perly in Sin, or deſtitute of all power concerning fþiritu (ll good; 
but that he can hunger and thirft after righteouſneſſe and fe, 
and can offer vnto God the ſacrifice of a comtrite and broken £ Brie 
«& yit, ſuch as may be acceptable vnto him. For theſe things con- 
trary the plaine teſtimonies of Scripture, Ephe. 2.1.5 .7ewere 
dead im your treſp Jes and /innes. And ,Gen.6.4.8& 8.21.Every 
imagination af the thoughts of the heart of men ts nothing elſe 
but evill at all times. Adde hereto, that'to hunger and thirſt af- 
ter life, and to be delivered from miſery;:& to offer vnto God 
the ſacrifice of a broken ſpirit, is proper to the : regenerate, 
TPfal.51.1g.And of thole that are called happy, Mat.z.6. 
©: VVhoteach, that a corrupt and naturall man may ſo well 
oe Pſe common Grace (wh: reby they unauerſtand the light of Na- 
rare or the gifts which remaine(m him) after the fall, that by the 
# g10d vſage thererf,, he may by degrees and little by little-btaine 
7 greater grace,tows, EL ws ec and ſavinggrace, yea & ſal- 
«vation it ſclf; : And that by this ms: anes, God for his part ſhew- 
« eth himſelfe ready to reveale Teſus Chrifh to all. foraſmauch as he 
© affo-deth vnto all, ſufficiently and effi-aciouſly the memes neceſ= 
** (ary tothe Revelation of Teſns Chriſt , and to faith and repen- 
| '* raxce. For that this 1s talle, beſides the exp:rience of al times, 
4 the Scriptare witneirth : Pſal 17.19.20. He declarethhis 
. words to [acob,and hu Hatutes & ordinances to Iſrael, be hath 
; 


Ef erroneous, tending to nothing but to exalt the power of free 
4 will,contrary to the laying of the Prophet, Icremy 17.9.7 he 
"1 | heart 1s wily and de ly evill aboue all thi 

i * ja the Peart 1s wily and defperately evill aboue allthings. And that of 
1 [1 Freach it is the Apoſtle, Epheſ.2, 3, Among whom (children of | Rebellirn ) 
i} | by miſtake of w2 ail converſed once in the lafts of the fleſb, fulfilling the defires 


FOO» 


not done [o to all nations, and therefore they know not hu ordi« 


wake 


: xaturall;that ts, it vw of it ſclfe able either to will and chooſe , or 


nancer, AR 14.16, 1 times paſt God ſuffered all nations to 
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walke in their owne waies. AR. 16.6.7. Tt was forbidden them, 
(to wit, Parland his companions)by the holy GhoFF to preach 
the wordin vAſia, comming therefore to Myſia they aſſayed to 
goe into Bithynia,bat the pou - leſus) permitted them net. 


V Vho teach, that in the true converſion of a may , it cannot »1 
be,that God ſhould poxre into his will new qualities , habits, or 1» 


gifts : Therefore the fanth by which we are firſt converted, and »» 


em which-we ave named faithful, s not a qalitie or gift tefu- »» 
Jed by Ged,bur only a bare atlion of man'; And that it cannot o- »» 
therwiſe be called a gift, then in regard alone of the power which »» 
a man hath teattametherevnto. For theſe things contrad:& »» 
the holy Scriptures, which teſthe, That God ſheddes in our 
kearts new qualities of faith, obedience, andthe feeling ofhis 


love, ler. 34-3 3-1 willput wy laww thin them, and will write it 


in their heart.E(.44.3 .1 will ponre forth waters vpon bims that 
1s a thirft, and rivers vpon the dry ground: 1 willpoure forth my 
ſpirit pon thy poſterity, Rom.5.5. The lone of God is jhedd in 
enr hearts by the holy ſpirit, which & ginen vnto vs. They are 
alſo repugnant tothe perp*tuall praQiſe of the Church, rhat 
prayes on this manner : Ierem. 31.18, (onvert meO Lord, 
and I ſhall be converted. 
TS be, 

VVhorteach, that the Grace whereby we are converted vnto »» 
God, us nothing elſe but a ſweete perſwaſid; o_ others expound »3 
it) that the moſt noble maner of working in the converſion of a »» 
man.and the maſt agreeable ts the nature of man, ts that wh:ch » 
i effetted by per ſwaſions: And that nothing hinders, but that the »» 
Grace which they tearme Moral(that is to ſay,which iswrought »» 
by per ſwaſine reaſons) way make a carnall man ſpritnal;yea that »» 
God makes the will ts conſent no otherwiſe, ſane only by thu kind »» 
of per ſwaſion : and that herein conſiſteth the whole efficarie of »» 
the divine operation , whereby he ſu" monnteth the operation of >» 
Satan,inaſmuch as God prowiſeth eternal yood;, Sataw oely »» 
rerporall, For this is pure Pelagianiſme, and contrary to all 
Scripture , the which beſide this kinde 'of operation in the 
D 3 Comm 
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converſion ofa man, acknowi-dpeth anothcr over & aboue, 
to wit, that of the Holy Spirit, much more eff:cuall and di- 
_ vinezas in the 26.chap.of Ezechiel,ver.26./wil giue you 4 new 
heart, and will gine a new F1rit in the midſt of you ; and vuill 
take away the Ro of lone, and will giue an heart of fleſh,c>c. 
*©. Who teach,that in therereneration of a man, God imployer/ 
© not bis [zlmighty power in ſuch fort, as that he mightily and in- 
© fallibly benas the will to beliene and tobee converted, but that 
'* norwithiF.1ding all the operations of Grace,wvich God wſeth to 
© the converſion of man nan may reſiſt God and the holy Spirit, e- 
'* ven then, when God purpoſeth andwould regenerate him: that 
* oftentimes man reſiſteth im deed & effett, ſo as he viterly hende- 
'* reth his owne regeneration : yea that it refteth in his power to be, 
"© 0r not to beregenerated. Forthis is nothing elſe bur totake 
away from God the efficacie of his Grace inour Converſion, 
and to ſubieR the ation of God almighty tothe wil of man; 
and that contrarie to the Apoſtles, who teach ; Epheſ. 1.19, 
That wee beliene according to the efficacie of the power of his 
might. And 2.Theſl.1.1 1.T hat God fulfilleth invs,al the good 
pleaſrere of hu goodnes,and the worke of faith Mightily, Againe 
2.Pctit.3. 7 hat his Divine power hath given Vs all whatſoe- 
ver appertaineth to life and godlmeſſe. 
| IX. 
« Who teach, that Grace and Freewill are cauſes, that worke 
« each their ſeverall part , and both concurre togither m the firſt 
«c point of converſion : & that Grace a4 4 Cauſe hath mo precedence 
« 19 ordey before the « fficrencie or motion of thewil,1d elt,that God 
« doth not effeiually arde mans wil to be converted, before the wil 
of man mooue aud determinate it ſelfe,For the Ancient Church 
condemned this doGrine in the Pelagmans long agoe , by the 
Apolile,Rom.9.16.1t is neither of hin that willeth,nox of hins 
that runneth,but of God whe ſheweth mercy, and, 1. Cor..4.7, 
t#ho puts a difference betwrat thie and another ? and what haſt 
thau,that thou baſt not received? Againe, Phil.2.1 3.11 « God, 
which produceth in vs with efficacie both to wil & to perforwe, 
according to hu geodpleaſure. 
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CHAP. IIIE 


Otithe perſeverance of the Saints. 


The firit eAvticle. 
ID whome God according to his purpoſe and decree, 
calls to the communion of his Soenne our Lord Ieſns 
Criſt, and regenerates by his holy Spirit, he delivers from 
the dominion aad thraldome of Sinne ; butnot altogether 
trom the fleſh,and body of Sinne;during this life, 
II 


Whence it is, that we ſee dayly ſo many fins of Infirmity, 
and that the beſt workes of the Saints haue their blemiſhes. 
Which continually furniſhes them with matter, of humbli 
themſelues before God , of having recourſe to.leſus Chri 
crucified, of mortifying the fleſh more and more by the Spirit, 
of prayer,and by holy exerciſes of piety,of fighing after.(and. 
vehemently defiring)full perfeion,vnrill being diem red 
of this body of fiane , they reigne in heayen with the Lambe 
of God. 

IIL 

By reaſon of theſe reliques of fin dwelling in vs, andthe 
temptation of Satan and the world, thoſe which are conver- 
ted,could not perfiſt in this grace, if they were left to their. 
owne ſtrength - But God is faichfull, who mercifully can- 
firm-s them in the grace, which he hath once givenchem, . 
and mightily conſerues them to the end, 

9 #9 Y | 

Now albeit this power of God fortifying and canferving 
the truely Faithfull in his Grace, be too great to be overcame . 
of rhe fleſh, yer they that are covertrd, are not alway ſocon> 
ducted and mooved by God, bur that they may by their own 


F, 


fault turne aſide in ſome particular ations from the conduRt " 


ef Grace, & be ſeduced by the luſts of the deſh to obey them. 
 D-:s3; VVherce - 
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VVherefore itbchoveth , they watch alwaies and pray that 
they be not ledd into temptation; which if chey donot, they 
not only may be carryed away of the fleſh,the world, and of 
Sathan into finnes,yea gri vous and feareful finnes,but ſome 


times they are ſo carried away by the juſt permiſſton of God: 
As the dolcfull fals of David, Peter , and other holy perſons 
mentioned in the Scripture doe ſufficiently proouc- 

V ; 


'Meane-while, by ſuch finnes they grievouſly offend God, 
make themſclues guilty of death,grieue the holy \pirit, inter« 
rupt the courſe of the exerciſe of faith, moſt fearcfully wound 
rhcir conſciences, looſe for a while the fenſe of Grace, vntill 
Gods fatherly viſage ſhine ypon them a new , when by car- 
neſt repentance, they returne againe into the right way, 

For God, who is rich in mercy, according to the vnchige- 
able purpoſe of Ele&ion, withdrawes not vtterly the Holic 
Spirit from thoſe that are his, no, not in their grievous fals, 
nor ſuffers them to fall ſo farre,as to looſe the grace of adop=- 
tion, and the Rate of juſtification, or to commit the {in vnto 
death (or that againſt the Holy Ghoſt ) and ſo being vtterly 
forſaken ot him, rocaſt themſelues headlong into everlaſting 
perdition, | 

VII. 

For in theſe fals God firſt conſerues in them this his im- 
mortal {eed whereby they are regenerated, that it be not loſt, 
or wholy reieed. Then he renewes them trucly and effetu- 
ally by his V Vord and Spirit,to the end, that they repent, and 
be grieved ac hearr and according to God,for their ns : that 
with a contrite and broken heart they deſire and obtaine re- 
miſſ:on in the bloud ef the Mediatour by faith, that my feele 


againe the grace of God reconcii''dvnto them 3; that they a» 


dorehis mercies and faithfulnes, that for the future,: hey more 


carefully worke out their ſalyation with feare and trembling. 
mn -VIII. 


Sothen it is not by their merits, nor Kiength, but by ww. 
| free 


| | 2 9 | 
free mercy of God, that they doe nor wholy looſe faith and 

- grace, nor continue and periſh finally in their fals : which noe 
on!y might eaſily comero paſſe, but would alſs doubtleſle in- 
reſpet of themſclues + bur in reſpeR of God jit cannot poſſi- 
bly be, foraſmuch as his counſailecannot change, nor his pro- 
miſe faile , nor the calling according to purpoſe be revoked, 
nor the merit,intecceſſion and preſervation of Ieſus Chriſt be- 
annulled , nor the ſeale of the holy ſpirit be made yaine' or a-- 
boliſhed, _- | 


Touching this preſervation of theEk& vnto ſalyation, &- 
the perſeverance of the truely faithfull in faith, the Faithfull 
themſeiues inay be,and are aſſured according/to the meaſure 
of faith, whe.eby they belieue for moſt certaine that they are- 
and ever ſhall continue true & liuely members of the church, 
and that rhey haue the rewiſſon of all their fins, and lifeeyer- - 
laſting. 
X, 

And therefore this certainety growes not from any parti- | 
cular revelation over and aboue & beſide the word, bur pro- - 
ceeds from faith in Gods promiſes , which hee hath moſt a-- 
bundantly revealed in his word for our conſolation : & from + 
the teſtimonie of the holy ſpirit who beares witnes with our- 
ſpiric char weare the children of God, &hteires. Rom.#.16.1 7, 
Emally, from an earneſt and holy ſtudy of a good conſcience - 
and wn workes . And it the el-& of God were deſticute 
in the preſent world of this ſoli;l conſolation, that they ſhall 
obtaine the victorie, and of this infallible earneft of eternal - 
gloryzthey we:ettien of all _ moſt.mi[crable, . 

_ 

Meane while the (cripture reſtifieth,- that the fairhfull due. 
ring thi; I te are ts fight againli divers doubts of the fleſh, and 
that then when they are atilicted with grievous temprations, 
they doe not alway {eele in themlielues this ful conſolation of + / 
faith,ind chis certainety of perſeverance : but God the father » 
of all conlolation ſuffers ihe not ro be teimpred beyond their ; 
| {trengeh, 


30. 

h, but with the temptation, giveth ſuch anifſuethat 
they arc able to abideir. 1.Cor.1 0.13, And by the holy ſpicir 
doth againe awakenin them the certainety of perſeyerance. 

; XII. 

Now fo farte is it, that this certainety of perſeverance 
ſhould make the truely faithfull prowd, and plunge them in- 
tocarnall ſecurit'e,that rather it is the true roote of hu milicie, 
of filiall reverence,of true p'ety,'of patience in all conflifts & 
combats,of ardent praiers,of conſtancie vnder the croſle, and 
in the confeſſion of the truth, and(laſtly) of ſolid ioy in God: 
ſo that the conſideration of this benefit is to them a ſpurre to 
incite them ynto a ſerious aud continual exerciſe of thankful - 
nefle and good works, as appeareth by the teſtimonies of the 

 Scripture,and by the examples of the Saints, 
| XIII. 
| Alſo when the aſſurance of perſeverance begins to reviue 
in them that are raiſed from ſome fall, it begets not in them a 
carcleſneſſe or negle& of piety, but rather a farre greater care 
hcedfully to obſerue the waics of the Lord, which are there-= 
fore prepar'd that walking therein they may retaine the cer- 
rainty of their perſeverance, for feare leaſt abuſing his father- 
ly kindnes, Gods favourable countenance (the contemplation 
whereof is ſweeter to the faithful then life, and the privation 
more bitter then death ) turne not againe from them,and ſo 
they fall into more grievous afflitions of minde, 
X1TI1I. | 
And as it hath pleaſed God to beginne in vs by his Grace 
this bis work, by the preaching of the Goſpel; even ſohe pre- 
ſerues,continues, and accompliſhes it,byjche hearing,reading, 
exhortations, threatnings, and promiles of the ſame Golpell, 
as alſo by the vic of the Sacraments. 
XY. Fo 
This doQrine of the perſeverance of the truely faithfull & 
th holy,& ofthe certainty thereof, which God hath moſt abun- 
dantly revealed in his word , to the glory of his owne name, 
and tothe conſolation of godly ſoules,and which he imprints 
in 
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in thehearts ofthe faithful,is ſuch; That rhe fleſh truely com= 
prehends it not, Satan hates ir,the world laughes at i, the ig- 
nerant and hypocrits abuſe it,and the erroneous fight 2g 2ift 
it : But yer ſoit is, Thatrhe Spouſe of leſus Ch rift hath al» 
way molt ardently loved it, and mainerained it conitant ly, as 
atreaſureof meſtimable value : which God alſo will ice that 
it ſhall continue to doe, again{t whomno counſel] not force 
can preyaile, To which God alone the Father Sonne and 
holy Ghoſt be honour aud glory forever and ever. eAmer. 


Artiection of Erronrs. 


The true dotrine being thus expounded, the Sy- 
node rejecterh the errours of thoſe, 
]. 


Ho teach, that the perſenerance 8/ the truly faithful, | 

| 6 not an effett of elelti5,or a gift of Godpurchaſed by | 

the death of leſws Chriff; But that it ts a condition of the new co-, , 
venant, which man before hs elettion ani peremptory Iuitifica- , 


r:0n:(as they call it Yowght to accomplyſh by his owne free will.For 
the holy ſcripture teltifieth , That it commeth from cleQion, 


 andthart it is given the Ele&t by verrue of the death, reſurre= 


ion,and interceſſion of Ieſus Chriſt, Rom. 1 1.7.T he Eleftior 


hath obtained it ,and thereft are har denied, Againe, Rom. $8.31: 


32+33-34-He which Shared not his own Son but delrvered him 
op for vs all , how ſhall he not gine ws alſo all things with him? 
Who will bring in any accnſction #vainſ{ the'ele(t of God? It ts 
God that mitifies,who ſhall condemne? It uw Chrifl that ts dead, 
and, that more w,which is raiſed againe, who alſo ts at the right 
hand of God , and who himſelfe maketh requeſt for v5.18 hoſhal 
ſeparate vs from the lone of Chriſt? Shall oppreſſion,or anguiſh, or 
perſecutionor famine,” r nakedneſſe,or perill,or ſword? Nay,m al 
theſe things we are more then conguerenrs by him that hath le- 
ved vs, Oc, I]. 


Who teach,that God indeed provides the faithful ma of ſuf-, 
fie Hrength to per ſevere,and that he is ready to preſerne it in ,z 
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cc him jif he d>th hu duety: Neverthelcſſe chat all things bein put 
« wh c) are neceſſary for perſeverance m faith,and'; he which God 
«« wil! im»loy for the pre — Fit; I: jel dependeth 9n the free- 
66 « dome e of 4s will to perſevere oy n't to perſevere, For his ſen» 


rence containes in it manifeſt Pelagiamſme,and whiles it goes 
about to make men fee,it makes chem ſacti _ contrary 
to the peryct!'a all conſent of che doctrine of the Golpel,which 
rak-:h away from man 3l{ matter of boating,” an 1 attributes 
the praiſe of this benefit to the divine grace alone; An.l cons 


triry tothe A Apoſtle reſtifying. 1.Cor.1.8. T hat God aſs will 
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eſt able h vs even vntill the end that we may bee vnslamcaile ns 
* e way of cur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
IIT. 
Who teach,eh.t the truly faithful 5 regenerat not only may 
fall wholly & fuelh from inftifymg fauth, from grace er [als 
vation , but that oftentimes they doe indeed fall, periſh everla« 


 #tmgly. For this opinion annulleth not only the grace of juſti- 


fication and r-generartion, but alſo the perpetual preſervati- 
on of letus Chriſt : C ontrary to the expreſſe words of the 
Apoſtle S.Paul,Rom.5.5.10.1f Christ ayed for vr then when 
we were but ſinners —_— rather then, being now mſtified in his 
bloed [hail we be ſaved from the wrath by hy: And contrary to 
the Apoſtle S.lohn, r.loh.3.9.J#oſoever is borne of God doth 
no fin, For the ſera ' of How remaneth im him, and he cannot ſin, 

bec arſe he ts borne of God + Alto contrary to the words of Ie- 
ſus Chriſt, loh.10. 28.29. And [ gme them eternal life, they 


ball never periſh : Alſo none ſhall ſnatch them out of my hand; 


my Father ,wio hath viven lens wato mes oveater then all, 
10 49 15 able to ſnatch them out of the kands of my Father, 
$5 5 


Who teach, T7 vat the truely fathfull and y:gererate may ins 


« ; . i 7 ” £09 , 
the /m vnta azath, that is to ſav, the fin aramſt the holy Ghaſt, 


Foralmuch as tA ; \pollle S, lohn ,chap.y.ot his firtt, atterhe 
had in the 16.2nd i 7,vertes.made mention of thoſe, whoa 
vnco death, aud forbidden to pray for them, preſently addes 
inthe 1 8.yerle; be know treat Fwarres ver ts Lorne of God /inneths 
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xot,(to wir.this kinde of fin) But he that is borne of God hes 
peth hin:(elfe,cnd ihe Evil enet:ucheth him not. 
V. | 

Who teach,that in this hfe :ne can haue no certainty of pers ,| 
ſeverance 'or the time? to com? without ſþeciall revelation, For _s 
by this doCtrine t! e faithfull are depriu'd of the moſt ſolide 
conio! 1116, winch they can haue during this life, & the doubt= 
fulneſſe and wavering opinions of the Romane Church are 
brought in againe. Bur the holy Scripture draweta every 
where this ccrtainety,not from any (peciall and extraordina- 
ry revelation; bur from the proper markes of the children of 
God,and from his molt ſure promiſe-:aboue all, the Apoftle 
S. Paul, Rom.8.;8. No creature ſhall be able to ſeparate vs fro 
the loue of God , which hee hath ſhewearvs in leſua'( hrift our 
L:rd & 1.10h.3.24 He which keepeth his commandementsa- 
bid:th in him,and He m hun: h:reby know we that he abideth 
1m vs,to weet by the Hfirit which he hath given vnto vs, 

VI. 
Who teach that the doftrine touching the Certainety of per= ,, 


ewverance & ſalvation u naturally & of it ſelfe a couſhion of the ,, 
edi - ef; 
fleſh,and hurtfull to piety, good manners, prayers , and other holy ,, 


exertiſes.bnt on the cotrary that it is a landabls thing to dowtr. ,, 


For ſuch men declare that they are icnorant cf the efficacie 
of divine grace, and of the operation ot the holy Spirit dwel- 


ling m the k lect,and contradiet the Apoltle S; Tlohn, who in 


expreſle wazds faith the quite. contrary, 1.Toh. 3.ver. 2 deare- 

ly beloved we are new the children of God but what wee ſhall bee 
doth n: ſet appeare : but we know that after that he ſha! haue 
appear d,we /hail be Ithe unto hr, for we (hall ſee him as he ts, 
Further more they are convinced by the examples of the 
Saints,as wel inthe Old, az New Teſtament; who albeit they 
were aflured of their perſeverance & ſalvation, did notwith- 
{tanding continue the dayly vle of praiers and other exerciſes 
of pictie, 


VII. 
Who teach, that there is no difference betweene a temporall ,\ / 
' faith, - 


; 7 
; \ J4- 
L 


Y *% & faith andthat which inflifieth and [aveth, ſune onely in conti- \ 
yy % rc wraxce. For Icſus Chrilt himſelfe, Mat.tz.:0.Lut:,8.1;! and 
= \ in th: ver(cs following , doth manifeRl; obſ-rue three other 
| - differences berweene thoſe that belieus for a time, and thoſe 
| = that are cruely faithfull , when he faith; that t e207e former xc 
& ceiue the ſecd into Ronis cround;thele into good ground, of , 
J into a 200d heart : that thofe haue no roo:; thele have a irme 
N root; that thoſe beare no fruit; theie bring forth their truitin 
; 4 diverſe and ſundry mcaſures conſtantly ani! continuingly, 
> VIIL 
« « Whorteach,Thatit is nnabſurditythat the fir regeneratio . 
| | % c« 89 being extixtt,amanſhou'd ve borne again? the ſecond, yea of= 
& c« tex times . For by this doQtine;they denie the incorrupribil= 
' \ &y of the ſeed of God, whereby we art borne againe;conrary 
; - -- to the teſtimony of the Apoſtle S, Peter. x Pet, i. 23, being 
Q berne a new 1:0t of corruptible ſted , but of incorruprible; # 
IY. Y 


« Whorteach, that Iefus Chriſt prayed no where for the infal- 
«« bible perſeverance of the f fanhfull,m faith, For they contradict 
Icfus Chriſt himelfe, who faith \Luk.2 2.32: I han: prey ed for 
thee(Peter)that thy farth faile net. And the Goſpel of'S. loho, 

which witneſſeth : [oh..z 3.17. Fhat Teſus Chriſt pray'd not 
enely tor the Apoſtles, bur alſo for all thoſe thar. ould be= 
| liene through their word: Holy Father keepe them in thy name, 
EI _ veriens, "a pray net hat thes worldeſt take them eut of the 
but that thou wo 
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